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people who went to quacks always came away saying they
’were well. Anxious as he was for truth, and quite believing
that there might be good in hypnotism, he should not accept
statistics given upon such basis.
The usual complimentary votes brought the meeting to

.a close. 
_____________

ROYAL MEDICAL BENEVOLENT COLLEGE.

THE thirty-seventh annual general meeting of the

governors of this institution took place, as we briefly inti-
mated last week, on Thursday, May 22nd. The treasurer,
Dr. Holman, presided. The report of the Council was pre-
sented, embodying the deep sense of the loss the College
had sustained by the death of the chairman of the Com-
mittees, Mr, George Jonson, and thanking Sir James Paget
.and the Editors of THE LANCET for the influence which they
had exerted with such good results on behalf of the College.
The Council had great pleasure in reporting the gift of
their esteemed colleague, John F. France, Esq., of a sixth
presentation to the school of St. Anne’s Society, and ex-
,pressed their high appreciation of the generosity manifested
by his repeated gifts.

Dr. HOLMAN, in moving the adoption of the report and
its circulation among the governors, pointed out that the
school was doing exceedingly well, and said that both Dr.
Broadbent and himself were seeking some means of raising a
lasting monument to the memory of the late George Jonson.
Referring to the investment of the funds, he said that they
desired, while not interfering with the security of the trust
funds, to have more scope tor their investment. After re-
calling the liberality of Mr. France, the Chairman referred
to the late festival, which he characterised as a successful
one both financially and as having brought a considerable
number of supporters to the College from all parts of
England. He referred to the proposal which he threw
out at that dinner of raising a fund for providing
that the pensioners should live among their friends
as having been now endorsed by the Council as a wise
one, and having likewise been well received by the
press. The sum required for that object was  &pound;50,000.
It seemed a large sum, but he did not see why it should
not be raised. He thought some plan should be con-

certed of appealing not only to the members of the profes-
sion, but also to the public for their support. He urged this
on the ground that although the leaders of the medical pro-
fession were fairly well paid and had little to complain of,
- the incomes made by the rank and file, and especially
by the country practitioners, were totally disproportionate
to the services rendered to the public. He thought
there was a large margin of the public who ought to

- support an institution for the benefit of those who were
so good to them. No profession dealt out such large-
handed charity as the profession of medicine, or dealt
so liberally with the great mass of the public. The
members of this profession were short-lived, and their
absolute necessary expenditure incident to maintaining the
social status amounted to about one-third of their gross
income. He doubted whether any other profession, trade,
or business, had so large an amount of actual necessary
.expenditure. At the same time he hoped the members of
that profession would do all they could to help forward the
work of Epsom College. He asked them to recall the kind
- offer made by the Editors of THE LANCET, and he thought
,if they only put their shoulders to the wheel they would be
able to help the Council, who were most eagerly desirous
to earn that offer, and make Mr. Wakley fork up.
The report was adopted.
Mr. WAKLEY moved the reappointment of the retiring

members of the Council, in doing which he expressed himself
’delighted to find, after a prolonged absence on his part, such
a splendid meeting, and desired to echo the words of the
treasurer that they should all put their shoulders to the
wheel. Speaking as one of the Editors of THE LANCET, he
would be delighted to fulfil his part of the bargain, and to
use all the powers at his disposal to further the interests of
the College. He believed there was no new member present
who could ever have done the work connected with the
’College so well as those whose term of office had now expired,
and of course they would re-elect them. Referring to Mr.
France, he thought such splendid work as he had done on

behalf of the College would never be forgotton in its annals,
and it ought to be an example for them to imitate.
Surgeon-Major TATHAM seconded the motion, which was

adopted.
After transacting some technical business, Sir EDWARD

SIEVEKING moved a vote of thanks to the chairman, and
said that in the treasurer they had complete and entire
confidence, and they could not forget the kindness of heart
which he brought to every work he undertook.
The CHAIRMAN briefly replied, thanking the meeting for

their vote of confidence.

Public Health and Poor Law.
LOCAL GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT.

REPORTS OF MEDICAL OFFICERS OF HEALTH.

Kettering Urban District.-Kettering was, according to
Mr. J. W. Dryland, almost without sanitary history during
1889, and in so far it was fortunate. The result was a low
death-rate of 12 per 1000 in a population of 18,500, and an
almost entire absence of dangerous infectious disease. There
is a sanitary hospital which was successfully in use during
the year, and new by-laws are being prepared. The former
deficiency of water no longer obtains, and the system of
sewers has been improved. Kettering has not always been
thus fortunate, and it is to be hoped that the increased
sanitary activity which the circumstances of the past has
secured will be maintained, and that the healthiness of the
town will go on increasing year by year. The record of
work by the sanitary inspector leaves but little, if any-
thing, to be desired.

Balsall Heath Urban District.-During 1889 the birtli-
and death-rates per 1000 living were 32 and 16 respectively,
the mortality under one year being at the rate of 134 per
1000 registered births. According to Dr. Leslie Ptullips,
zymotic diseases were very prevalent, but the type being
mild, the rate per 1000 from these deaths did no", exceed
1’8, the main causes of death being measles, whooping-
cough, and diarrhoea< Allied to this class of disease were
4 cases of what Dr. Phillips terms typhoid-pneumonia;
they all terminated fatally on the fifteenth day of the
disease; the history of the cases pointed to infection, and in
one case in which a necropsy was made no characteristics
of enteric fever were discovered. The cases in several
respects resemble Dr. Ballard’s infectious pneumonia
attacks observed in Middlesbrough and the neighbourhood.
Besides 4 deaths from diphtheria there were 7 from croup,
but it is not stated whether the two affections were allied.
Apart from a summary of work by the inspector of nuisances,
there is not much to show the extent of sanitary progress
made, nor the action taken on advice given, the report being
largely taken up with occurrences of disease.

Withington Urban District.-In this district Dr. Railton
gives the death-rate for last year as 13 2 per 1000 and the
birth-rate as 22’7. The infantile mortality, though not
excessive when calculated on the births, is regarded as too
high, the method of feeding adopted being largely heldrespon-
sible for it. Occurrences of zymotic disease are dealt with
at some length, but their causes cannot always be explained
in a manner that affords a satisfactory suggestion as to
remedy. This is the case as regards fourteen diphtheria
deaths, a disease which presents many points that are
obscure in regard to its etiology. Under the heading of
inquiries by the medical officer of health we are told that
the number of houses inspected is increasing year by year,
a method of procedure that tends largely to the removal of
conditions that would otherwise become causes of prevent-
able disease. There is also a satisfactory summary of work
carried out by the sanitary committee of the authority, and
the question of milkshops and dairies appears to receive the
attention which this matter demands.

VITAL STATISTICS.

HEALTH OF ENGLISH TOWNS.

IN twenty-eight of the largest English towns 5574 births
and 3457 deaths were registered during the week endingMay 24th. The annual rate of mortality in these towns,
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which had been 19’2 and 19’9 per 1000 in the preceding
two weeks, declined again last week to 18-6 ; the rate was
17’1 in London and 19 &deg;8 in the twenty-seven provincial
towns. During the first eight weeks of the current quarter
the death-rate in the twenty-eight towns averaged 20’0 per
1000, and was 0’9 below the mean rate in the corre-

sponding periods of the ten years 1880-89. The lowest rates
in these towns last week were 9-4 in Huddersfield, 14 6
in Bristol and in Portsmouth, and 15’0 in Wolverhampton.
The rates in the other towns ranged upwards to 24 2 in
Halifax, 248 in Derby, 26 ’7 in Sunderland, and 28 0 in
Manchester. The deaths referred to the principal zymotic
diseases, which had been 403 and 467 in the preceding
two weeks, declined again last week to 432 ; they included
143 from measles, 142 from whooping-cough, 51 from scarlet
fever, 38 from diphtheria, 33 from diarrhoea, 23 from
"fever" (principally enteric), and 2 from small-pox.
The lowest death-rates from these diseases were recorded
in Nottingham, Bradford, and Huddersfield, and the highest
rates in Salford, Cardiff, Liverpool, and Derby. The greatest
mortality from whooping-cough occurred in London.
Norwich, Oldham, Salford, Bolton, and Derby; from "fever"
in Birkenhead, and from measles in London, Liverpool,
and Derby. The mortality from scarlet fever showed
no excess in any of the large towns. The 38 deaths from
diphtheria in the twenty-eight towns included 24 in
London, 4 in Salford, 3 in Liverpool, and 2 in Manchester.
Five cases of small-pox were under treatment in the
Metropolitan Asylum Hospitals at the end of the week,
and not one in the Highgate Small-pox Hospital. The
number of scarlet fever patients in the Metropolitan
Asylum Hospitals and in the London Fever Hospital was
1067 at the end of last week, against 1087 and 1102 on the
preceding two Saturdays; the new cases admitted during
the week were 106, against 131 in each of the previous two
weeks. The deaths referred to diseases of the respiratory
organs in London, which had declined from 384 to 300 in
the preceding six weeks, further declined to 294 last week,
and were 19 above the corrected average. The causes of
60, or 1’7 per cent., of the deaths in the twenty-eight towns
were not certified either by a registered medical practitioner
or bv a coroner. All the causes of death were duly certified
in Brighton, Portsmouth, Norwich, Derby, Blackburn, and
Cardiff. The largest proportions of uncertified deaths were
recorded in Birmingham, Liverpool, and Preston.

HEALTH OF SCOTCH TOWNS. I
The annual rate of mortality in the eight Scotch towns,

which had declined from 26-9 to 20.6 per 1000 in the pre-
ceding three weeks, rose again to 22’4 in the week ending
May 24th, and exceeded by 3’8 that which prevailed during
the same week in the twenty-eight English towns. The
rates in the eight Scotch towns ranged from 17 6 in Edin-
burgh and 19’2 in Leith to 24 0 in Glasgow and Aberdeen
and 27’2 in Dundee. The 580 deaths in the eight towns
exceeded by 46 the number in the previous week, and in-
cluded 50 which were referred to measles, 42 to whooping-
cough, 13 to diarrhoea, 8 to diphtheria, 3 to scarlet fever, 2 to
" fever," and not one to small.pox. In all, 118 deaths re-
sulted from these principal zymotic diseases, against 118 and
76 in the preceding two weeks. These deaths were equal
to an annual rate of 4’6 per 1000, and exceeded by 2 3 the
mean rate last week from the same diseases in the twenty-
eight English towns. The highest death-rates from these
diseases were 5’5 in Aberdeen and 84 in Dundee. The
fatal cases of measles, which had been 46 and 32 in the
preceding two weeks, rose again to 50 last week, of which
20 occurred in Dundee, 18 in Glasgow, and 8 in Edinburgh.
The 42 deaths referred to whooping-cough exceeded by 19
the number in the previous week, and included 19 in

Glasgow, 8 in Aberdeen, and 7 in Edinburgh. The fatal
cases of diphtheria, which had been 3 and 4 in the pre-
ceding two weeks, further increased last week to 8. of
which 3 occurred in Aberdeen, 2 in Glasgow, and 2 in
Dundee. The 3 deaths from scarlet fever showed a further
decline from those recorded in recent weeks, and included
2 in Edinburgh. The deaths referred to diseases of the
respiratory organs in the eight towns, which had declined
in the preceding three weeks from 159 to 108, rose again
to 120 last week, and exceeded by 13 the number in the
corresponding week of last year. The causes of 43, or
nearly 8 per cent., of the deaths in the eight towns were
not certified.

HEALTH OF DUBLIN.

The death-rate in Dublin, which had declined from 25.4
to 22 -5 per 1000 in the preceding three weeks, rose again to
23-9 during the week ending May 24th. During the first
eight weeks of the current quarter the death-rate in the
city averaged 24’4 per 1000, the rate for the same period
being 17-9 in London and 20-5 in Edinburgh. The 162
deaths in Dublin last week showed an increase of 10 upon the
number in the previous week; they included 4 which were
referred to whooping-cough, 4 to " fever," and not one
either to small-pox, measles, scarlet fever, diphtheria, or
diarrhoea. Thus the deaths from the principal zymotic
diseases, which had been 10 and 12 in the preceding two
weeks, declined to 8 last week; they were equal to an
annual rate of 1’2 per 1000, the rate from the same
diseases being 17’1 in London and 17’7 in Edinburgh.
The fatal cases of whooping-cough, which had been 3 and 2
in the previous two weeks, rose again to 4 last week.
The deaths referred to different forms of "fever," which
had been 3 and 4 in the preceding two weeks, were again 4
last week. The deaths both of infants and of elderly persons
exceeded the numbers returned in any recent week. Five
inquest cases and 1 death from violence were registered
during the week ; and 47, or more than a fourth, of the
deaths occurred in public institutions. The causes of 14,
or nearly 9 per cent., of the deaths in the city were not
certified.

THE SERVICES.

ADMIRALTY.-The following appointments have been
made:-Staff’ Surgeon Robert W. Biddulph to the Assist-
ance, temporarily (dated May 29th, 1890); Staff Surgeon
Samuel Keays to the Bullfrog (dated May 31st, 1890) n
Surgeons Edward J. Biden to Cape of Good Hope Hos-
pital, Michael O’Brien to the Pheasant, and Edward H.
Meaden to the Triumph (all dated May 24th, 1890).
VOLUNTEER CORPS.-Artillery: 9th Lancashire: Acting

Surgeon J. J. Neville resigns his appointment (dated
May 24th, 1890).-2nd Devonshire (Western Division, Roya]
Artillery): Acting Surgeon E. H. Edlin resigns his appoint-
ment (dated May 24th, 1890).-Rifle: 2nd Volunteer Bat-
talion, the Prince Albert’s (Somersetshire Light Infantry):
Thomas Lowe Laxton, Gent, to be Acting Surgeon (dated
May 2tth, 1890).-13th Middlesex (Queen’s Westminster):
A rthur Jas. Macdonald Bentley, M.D., to be Acting Surgeon
(dated May 24th, 1890).

Correspondence.
THE MIDWIVES’ REGISTRATION BILL.

" Audi alteram partem. "

To the Editors of THE LANCET.
SIRS,-Permit me to offer a few remarks in reply to

Dr. Rentoul’s letter on the Midwives’ Registration Bill.
First, as to the necessity for such a Bill. Surely it cannot
be disputed not only that there must be midwives, but that
grievous harm and manifold evils arise from employment by
the wives of the poor of women calling themselves midwives,
but who possess no tested knowledge of midwifery. That
this is the professional view of the matter may, I conceive,
be gathered from the fact that for the last twenty years the
Council of the Obstetrical Society of London have at various
times made attempts to bring about legislation on the sub-
ject. Successive presidents in their annual addresses have
lamented the inability of the Society to secure the needed
legislation. Further, it can hardly be unknown that for the
last ten years this Society, finding it impossible to procure
legislative action, have taken upon themselves to examine

. candidate midwives. The Society has tested by examina-
’ tion and certificated between 700 and 800 midwives. So far
. as I am aware there has been no expression of opinion on

the part of the profession adverse to the action of the Ob-
L stetrical Society in instituting this examination. It has

been computed that there are over 10,000 midwives prac-
tising in England and Wales. It is, I believe, the fact that

’ 

more than two-thirds of the labours which occur are attended
, by midwives. No doubt it would be better if all labours

could be attended by fully qualified medical practitioners.


